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MNDAA insurgents launch harassing attacks on Laukkai
with artillery firing

duhat
& glypededagege
W sl fen oo e o of sl g

Map shows the places attacked by MNDAA insur-
gent group with heavy artilleries.

Nay Pyi Taw March 18

Myanmar MNationalities
Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) troops conduct-
ed a harassing attack on
Laukkai, firing 10 pieces of
supposedly 107mm rock-
ets between 7.50 pm and
around 10 pm from the
point between BP-126 and
BP-127 on the border on 17
March. Before this, MN-
DAA had suffered serious

P R T

Photos show damages due to the attacks o

b Tt Y

casualties and heavy loss
of weapons after Tatmadaw
troops” attacks and re-con-
trol of Point-1176 Hill on 8
March, Point-1269 Hill on
15 March, Point-1052 Hill
on 16 March and Point-1088
Hill on 17 March, which
were taken control by MN-
DAA since 6 March, 2017.
So, they made the harassing
attack with the intention
of holding back the major

f MNDAA in Laukkai.

offensives by Tatmadaw
troops and destroying the
life and property of inno-
cent civilians in and around
Laukkai.

Of 10 shells, one of the
shells fell near Nali Vil-
lage, four near Htin Pa Kya-
ing Village, two near the
forest at the foot of Maha
Myat Muni Pagoda Hill in
Laukkai. and three near the

housing for war-veterans.
An uninhibited house in the
war-veteran housing was hit
and damaged by shelling,
but no other places were
damaged.

Tatmadaw columns
returned artillery fire to
MNDAA troops with re-
strictions and accuracy to
ensure those shells do not
fell beyond the border. 100

Myanmar opens 35 tourism
booths at ITB Berlin 2017

Nay Pyi Taw March 18

More than 100 Myanmar
representatives attended the
ITE Berlin 2017 hosted by
Germany by opening 35
booths, according to sources
from the Ministry of Hotels
and Tourism released on 17
March.

During the exhibition,
the Myanmar side took
measures for tourism pro-
motion such as distributing
pamphlets, maps and DVDs
and making coordinated
sales on tour programmes.

The Myanmar delega-
tion led by the Union Min-
ister for Hotels and Tourism
comprised three officers
from the ministry, the Chin
State minister for develop-

ment affairs, electricity, in-
dustry and hotels, Myanmar
Tourism Federation Presi-
dent U Yan Win, representa-
tives from hotels and airlines
and 70 entreprencurs total-
ling over 100

According to the first
items on the agenda, Thai-
land held a briefing on

four-country tour operation [

involving Cambodia, Laos,
Myanmar and Vietnam on 9
March. Director Daw Khine
Mi Mi Tun explained trans-
national tour among the four
countries.

In Germany, the Union
Minister, Thai Minister of
Sports and Tourism Mrs
Kobkam Wattanavrangkul
and Cambodian Deputy

Minister of Tourism Mr So
Mara met German congress-
man Mr Jurgen Klimke. The
Union Minister discussed
German assistance for My-
anmar in developing human
resources and hotel manage-
ment as well as conducting

B erlink20) 1473

of German language courses
by sending three professors.

Thai mayor Dr Chock-
chai Dejamornthan, chair-
man of Japan MNational
Tourism Organization Mr
Ryoichi MATSUYAMA
and executive director Mr
KANEYUKI ONO visited
Myanmar’s tourism booths
and discussed boosting tour-
1S 336

Russian parliament backs inves-
tigation into U.S. media

Moscow March 18

The Russian lower house
of parliament, the State
Duma, has approved a pro-
posal to launch an inves-
tigation into U.5. media
organizations that operate in
Russia, itsaid in a statement
posted on its web site late
on Friday.

The investigation, which
will be conducted by the
Duma's information policy,
technologies and commu-

nications committee, will
check whether CNN, the
Voice of America, Radio
Liberty and "other American
media" are complying with
Russian law.

The statement said the
Duma backed the move on
Friday evening after Kon-
stantin Zatulin, an MP from
the pro-Kremlin United
Russia party, proposed an
investigation to retaliate for
what he called a "repressive”

L5, move against Russian
state-funded broadeaster RT.
He said he was referning
to an initiative by U.S. Sena-
tor Jeanne Shaheen, who has
introduced a bill to empower
the Justice Department to
investigate possible viola-
tions of the Foreign Agents
Registration Act by RT.
Shaheen, a Democrat,
cited a U.5. intelligence
agency assessment that sug-

gested RT vv.-v'ma'fg!art of a

Russian influence campaign
to help Donald Trump win
the White House last year.
The Kremlin and BT have
strongly rejected that al-
legation.

Foreign media in Rus-
s1a are overseen by the
Russian Foreign Ministry,
whose spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova this week singled
out Shaheen's demarche for
criticism, quipping ironi-
cally that the senator should
have included a clause draw-
ing up a list of books for
burning.

Reuters
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U.S., China soften
tone, say to work to-
gether on North Korea

Beijing March 18

The United States and
China will work together
to get nuclear-armed North
Korea take "a different
course”, U.S. Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson said on
Saturday, softening previ-
ous criticism of Beijing
after talks with his Chinese
counterpart,

China has been irritated
at being repeatedly told by
Washington to rein in North
Korea's surging nuclear
and ballistic missile pro-
grammes, one of a series of
hurdles in ties between the
world's two largest econo-
mies.

But Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi described
the talks with Tillerson as
"candid, pragmatic and pro-
ductive”. The two sides ap-
peared to have made some
progress or put aside dif-
ferences on difficult 1ssues,
at least in advance of a
planned summit between
Chinese President X1 Jin-
ping and U.5. President
Donald Trump.

On Friday, Tillerson is-
sued the Trump administra-
Hon's starkest warning vet
to Morth Korea, saying in
Seoul that a military re-

sponse would be "on the
table" if Pyongyang took
action to threaten South
Korean and U.S. forces.

Tillerson took a softer
line after the meeting with
Wang. He told reporters both
China and the United States
noted efforts over the last
two decades had not suc-
ceeded in curbing the threat
posed by North Korea's
WeapOons Programimes.

"We share a common
view and a sense that ten-
sions on the peninsula are
quite high right now and
that things have reached a
rather dangerous level, and
we've committed ourselves
to doing everything we can
to prevent any type of con-
flict from breaking out,”
Tillerson said.

He said Wang and he
agreed to work together
to persuade North Korea
"make a course correction
and move away from the
development of their nuclear
weapons.”

Wang said U.N. resolu-
tions on North Korea both
mapped out sanctions and
called for efforts to resume
efforts for a negotiated set-
tlement.

Renters
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Free summer painting course

for schoolchildren in Mandalay
-

Mandalay March 18

A summer painting
course i being conducted
free of charge in the com-
pound of Byamaso Social
Organization’s office in

Mandalay for basic educa-
tion students at the levels
from primary to high school,
said organizer Ko Tun Tun.

The course divided into
classes began on 11 March

and they are from 9 am to
Il am on Saturdays and
Sundays. The course will
conclude in May.
“Children are fully occu=
pied with schoolwork. The

art of painting is a relaxa-
tion for them. The painting
course is so practical. They
are happy to do this. They
will gain basic knowledge
of painting.

It is the second time such
4 summer painting course
has been conducted. The
ongoing course has four
instructors.

“Some school subjects
including drawing pictures.
To help this, we are teaching

' the students basic things so

that they can create sketches
that will make them easier in
drawing pictures,” said Ko
Kyaw Min Min, one of the
instructors.

Last year’s summer
painting course was at-
tended about 89 students.
But this year has attracted
around 130.

Pyae Phyo Aung

Licences, registration issued to nurses who
discharge duty at people’s hospitals

May Pvi Taw March 18

As a total of 20,683
nurses against 37,704 of
organizational setup have
been appointed at 112 hos-
pitals across the nation, the
mn-service nurses have been
given licence, according to
the press conference held by
the Ministry of Health and
Sports on 16 March.

The press release took
place at the ministry in Nay
Pyi Taw, mentioning that
the ministry allowed ap-
pointment of nurses at the
hospitals, accounting for
49.99 per cent based on the
organizational setup.

The national health plan
{2017-2021) has been drawn
with the participation of
region and state health offi-
cials, civil society organiza-
tions, non-governmental or-
ganizations, public centred
organizations, ethnic health

departments, development
partners, experts and private
health sector for effectively
providing health services to
the people within five years.

At present. two Uni-
versities of Mursing and
50 tramming schools related
to nurses and midwives
are turning out nurses and
midwives for the nation. So
far, those mstitutions have
produced more than 35,000
nurses and more than 37,000
midwives and been giving
training to more than 9,000
nurse trainees.

The students of nursing
courses have signed the con-
tract to discharge three-yvear
duty as government service
personnel. So, nurse licence
and nurse registration are
issued to those who started
discharging duty as govern-
ment personnel.

Moreover, nurses have

the opportunities to work at
private hospitals and clinics
in their private ime. Licensed
nurses have attrition rate,
so they have difficulties in
assignment at region and
state general hospitals. The
minisiry presented appoint-
ment together with degree and
certificate to nurses at the con-
vocation as of 2015 because
number of nurses who did not
Jjoin the assignments is on the
Increase.

Licences are issued to

the nurses who work at
hospitals. But, those who
do not have licence are not
allowed to engage in nursing
and midwifery jobs.

The nurses who have
completed three-year term
of assignment will have the
opportunities to join the
nursing jobs in ASEAN for
Mutual Recognition Agree-
ment (MRA) on Nursing
Services. They have to hold
licences 1ssued by the na-
tional regulatory body. 336
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Foreign companies
offer Myanmar grow-
ers to export canned
straw mushroom

Yangon March 18
Some growers received
offer from business firms
from the United States of
America through a Taiwan
company to produce canned
straw mushroom, said U
MNay Win, Chairman of My-
anmar Mushroom Producers
and Exporters Association.
In the past, local people
consumed natural straw
mushrooms and other spe-
cies of mushrooms. This
year, they can consume
straw mushroom, silver
show mushroom, silver rain
mushroom and others.
However, local growers
need to use quality species

of mushrooms and improve

their cultivation techniques
to be able to export the
products. The mushrooms
grown without pesticides
and chemicals are market-
able.

At present, straw
mushroom is sold at about
K 10,000 per viss, and silver
show mushroom and silver
rain mushroom species at
about K5.000 per viss.

The mushroom grow-
ers and those wishing to
start cultivation may seek
modern techniques for cul-
tivation of mushrooms from
Myanmar Fruit, Flower and
Vegetable producer and ex-
porter association (MFVP).

Magway Hla Myint

Less developed capital market based on
delay processes of companies

Yangon March 18

A Seminar on Stock Ex-
change Development in
Myanmar, jointly organized
by the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry and Allen &
Gledhill, took place at the
office of UMFCCI in Yan-
gon on 17 March.

If capital market devel-
ops in Myanmar, State econ-
omy as well as businesses of
private entrepreneurs will
have progress for creating
job opportunities of local

people, said U Htay Chun,
member of Myanmar Secu-
rities Exchange Supervisory
Commission, at the seminar.

He noted that the capital
market in Myanmar is lack
of development due to delay
of putting investments from
companies in the nation.
So, the companies need to
try hard for putting them-
selves on the Yangon Stock
Exchange-YS5X list within
10 years, he said.

The commission severs
ally held educative talks for
broadening horizon of the

people with the aim of wid-
ening the stock exchange in
Myanmar. Only when peo-
ple will have knowledge and
experience about stock share
system and stock exchange,
will they pay attention to the
stock exchange market.

As such, the commission
holds the seminars in order
to develop public companies
and enable those public
companies to join the Yan-
gon Stock Exchange. If so,
those Y SX-listed companies
will enjoy opportunities for
their businesses and invest-

ment opportunities.

Member of the com-
mission Daw Tin Hla Kyi
and General Secretary U
Aung Kyi Soe of UMFCCI
made speeches while SECM
member U Htay Chun talked
about infrastructures on
legal affairs and organiza-
tional infrastructures.

Managing Director U
Min Naing Oo of Allen &
Gledhill discussed a topic
entitled “capital market in
Myanmar practical consid-
eration”™.
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New traditional med-
icines need to regis-
ter in line with rules

and regulations

Yangon March 18

The Traditional Medi-
cine Registration and Li-
cence Scrutiny Board under
the Ministry of Health and
Sports 1ssued a press release
on 17 March that if the ap-
plications for traditional
medicines are not in line
with the rules and regula-
tions, registration for new
items of traditional medi-
cines will not be allowed.

Myanmar, being a mem-
ber state of ASEAN, must
join the ASEAN Economic
Community. So, all forms
of products need to meet
standards of ASEAN. As
such, new items of tradi-
tional medicines which are
not in line with the rules
and regulations will not be
permitted.

Moreover, action will
be taken against illegal
traditional medicines and

those who produced the

medicines. The traditional
medicine producers will be
put on the blacklist.

Renewal of traditional
medicine and extension of
registrations need to submit
production processes, name
of shop for purchasing raw
matenals, collection areas of
raw materials, use of equip-
ment in producing tradi-
tional medicines, machinery,
packaging processes, limita-
tion of temperature for drugs
and so on.

The producers need to
take responsibility for po-
tency of traditional medi-
cines and freedom of side
effects. If not, action will be
taken against those produc-
ers under the law. Moreowver,
if traditional medicines are
sold abroad without certifi-
cate of free sale, the owner
of production need to take
responsibility for all conse-

guences. 336
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